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July 22, 2005

To: Paul Dabbs
Statewide Planning Branch
California Department of Water Resources
Sacramento, CA

Via Fax # (916) 651-9289

Dear Mr. Dabbs,

I attended the DWR workshop in San Luis Obispo on the 2005 update of the California W atc~r
Plan. The workshop was very well done by all the presenters. A good overview of the four :year
effort was given. My concern was that more people did not know about the workshop and

therefore were not briefed.

I hope that in the future public meetings held by DWR will use the many newspaper TV and radio

stations which offer public service announcement space.

In reading the report and seeing the graphs on agricultural water use, it seems even more can be
achieved through better irrigation practices. Conservation efforts by all segments of water users
cannot be overemphasized as this is the least costly new water. Substitution of reclaimed water

for potable water needs additional emphasis too. Many places are still irrigating freeway
landscaping with potable water and then saying they need more potable water.

In discussing conservation one of the proven methods is through rate structure, Cost of water if

billed via metered use always gets the customers attention.

Indidual meters to condos are also very important. Those areas without meters are being given
too long to come into compliance when we consider the value of water to California.

As noted in the report not all areas are growing at the same rate, therefore water needs sho\lld be
more custimized to each are depending on population growth. We are aware of the various,
limiting factors on the South Coast of Santa Barbara County that have kept growth rates in the
single digit area. Thus the projected 300/0 growth rate by the year 2030 seems excessive.

I have included some additional data on recent population and economic information.

These comments are from me as an individual and do not represent any organizations view!i.
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oan B. Kerns
FAX # (805) 969-2043



Jul 22 05 11: 20a George Kerns ~ 1-805-9S9-2043--~:--O~ .1-805-969-2043 2p.

(

-.-

: -~tTI~~ftj.~~-
Latest

reponing Percent
IIM]' Current period Year ago change ~
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~n~Barba~ ,',;:i"ffi~;;:41'!~sO;518,;,;f ~2OQ~\4;i90;5:69i'~:i,f~£~O;j~ Santa Barbara 2 2005:04 3
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Ii:.l i~TAL EMPL"OYMENT (jobs! monthly) i in $3~,i~ion~O05:04 23.6 31,1

Nation (Millions) 141.5 20~5:05 138.9 1.9 Buelllon/Solvang,tSanta Ynez 0.6 2005:05 1.7
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t Santa Barbara County 192,700 2005:05 189,200 1.9 .Goleta 0.7 2005:04 0,4
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Oil & Gas Extraction 900 2005:05 800 12.5 Santa Barbara 1.7 2005:04 3.5
,j ~~~~~~,rl.;;;;::';;.',';:j,;":.,:;:...jt:\~;'" '.,1;2.9 2005:04 9,5

Durable Manufacturing 9,900 2005:q5 10,000 -1.0 Value of commercial/lndustrlal permits, In $ millions

;':"8.9"" 2005:04' 7:4 19:Trans. & Public Utilities 2,900 2005:05 3,000 -3.3 ."",", .,. .,., "c .' '0 0 1

;1, ':iJ.!~ ~~~~;O~ 0:0

Retail Trade " ".,. t" ".?,1...~~0,2~5;'~~"""1i-iQ[q9~,;j,~~5~"9: !. Goleta' 0.4 2005:04 0.3
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Information, 4,000 20?5:0~". ,3~~~Q" ". ",,2.?c I Santa Barbara 1 ,4 2005:04 0.3
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What's been sold in your neiqhborhood?
Sales data for June 1-30. 2005
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